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Relevancy of Gandhian Economic Philosophy in
Present Global Scenario

- Janardan Prasad

Apparently M.K. Gandhi is a great stalwart and miracle dignitary in the
Global perspective. We perculate Gandhian economic philosophy in our day to
day life. Gandhism is survived in spite of several diversities. The great scientist of
20"century Einstein predicted that Gandhi would be legend more ever nobody
would believe such a great dignitary named M.K. Gandhi in human flesh, bones
and blood would have born in prosperous and spiritual soul of India. Ever since
we can trace out a great legacy in concern to M.K. Gandhi is itself proved when
the global panchayat sabha U.N.O. declared the 2" October the birthday of
Gandhijee as the day of non-violence and truthfulness. Globally more over all
the dignitaries go before statue of Gandhijee elsewhere and swear to follow truth
and non-violence. Any programme initiated in the country is launched in the name
of Gandhi as swachhtta Abhiyan and The Prime Minister Jan Dhan yojna have
been started saying to fulfill the dream of M.K. Gandhi. There would be no
exaggeration to say that Ghandhian philosophy is proper solution to any problem
globally.

Introduction

Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi was born on the 2™ Oct, 1869 and paid his
debt to the nature on 30™ Jan, 1948 when a mad man shot him dead. Consequently the
whole world sank into deep sorrow for days and the loss caused on his demise was
incurable/could never be compensated. After passing matriculation he went to England
to study law. He settled in South Africa as a lawyer. There he fought against racial
inequality and evolved a new method of political agitation i.e. satyagrah and non-violence.
After serving in South Africa for two decades, Gandhi returned to India and launched a
moment which he led till 1947 when India got independence.
Gandhi was not a professional economist nor had he any desire to write to any systematic
work on economic philosophy. He was primaryly interested in India and its problem as
he was aware of the socio-economic consequences of the British rule in India and
wanted to remedy the ills caused by the foreign rulers. The English rule took away the
raw materials from India and utilized them in their industries in England and brought the
manufactured goods to be sold in Indian market. This resulted poverty and unemployment
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in India. Now, Gandhijee believed that western pattern of growth will not solve the kind
of problem which India faced.

Different Phases of Gandhian Philosophy :

Economic thought and philosophy of Gandhijee may be divided into three phases-
first- Negative phase which continued from returning to India after pass out law exam
from London. During this phase, he criticized the western pattern of economic
development as he mentioned it in a noted historical book ‘The Hind Swaraj’. Second-
The positive phase from 1909 to 1934.During this phase, he presented the ideal of
swadeshi. Third- The constructive programme for village regeneration and put forward
the ideal of sarvodaya.

Review of Literature :

Entire Gandhian economic philosophy is nothing but details of four aspects of
an individual life — consisting of Art (Money), Kama (desire), Dharma (righteousness)
and Moksha (liberation). These aspects are inter related and therefore all of them
should be harmoniously developed. Dr. J. K. Kumarappa said that M.K. Gandhi was
greatly impressed with Kabir, Nanak, the Upanishads and the Gita. M.L. Dantwala
explained show M.K. Gandhi related and impressed with preaching of a noted book
‘Unto the Last’ written by Ruskin.

J.J.Anjaria said that M.K. Gandhi derived actual philosophy of his life from Tolstoy who
emphasized equalitarian society and simplicity of life.

Methodology :

So for as methodology of this research paper is concerned, it is well known fact
that M.K. Gandhi is addressed as the “father of nation” we all call him Bapu.
Methodology is a tool for collection of facts . There are two sorts of methods for
collection of data and facts- primary and secondary. In this concern I have used secondary
method for collection of facts regarding Gandhian economic philosophy.

Objectives of Gandhian Philosophy :

1. T have certain objectives in my mind set to analyse Ghandhian philosophy which
may be enumberated as follows —

2. Humanism- Man is both the means and end of all activity. He is also the measure
of performance. All ideas institution and action are to be judged in tear of whether
they help in building a better man.

3. Love and co-operation — An ideal society should be established in the principles
of love and co-operation.Gandhijee wanted that the relation between man and
man should be based on truth, love, and co-operation and on money and matter.

4. Give message of non-violence to the world - Truth and non-violence were the
main weapons of the Gandhijee.He followed it is in words, action and thought
i.e.(mansa, bachasa and Karmana) social transformation is to be brought through
non-violence. Ends and means yields good result. An ideal society can be
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established only by adopting truth and non-violence not by war and hatred.

5. Trusteeship — Economic equality is the economic aim of non-violence social
change. The trusteeship doctrine gives a way out to realize such a social change.
Peaceful removal of economic inequalities is possible, if the rich, after meeting
their reasonable needs hold the surplus should be spent for betterment of the
poor. We are only trustee of our property not owner and we must retain and
posses only that part of property which is essential for our maintenance and
surplus should be transferred among the poor, down trodden and the weaker
section of society.

Suggestion :

Gandhian economic policy should be related with people participation and their
concerted effort. Gandhian ideology is based on the Swadesi spirit. Every happiness
lies in the curtailment of wants and not in their multiplication. As be observed the less
you possess, the less you want. It should be implemented in life of every one. Gandhijee
considered untouchability as black spot against humanity. He opposed English rule and
foreign cloth. He was interested to make education practical which should be followed
in present global scenario. It should be related with hand so that student passing out
from their institution may not hate the manual labour. They must give proper respect to
labour.

Once Gandhijee declared if he is made dictator of India, he would bring some
reform. First he would make an untouchable the ruler of India i.e. as the P.M. of this
country .He would get all the liquorshop stopped. If Gandhian philosophy of love and -
violence is implemented as carnage happened at Mohanpur in Rohtas district where a
dalit named Sai Ram was burnt alive would not have happened. Another occurrence
where five Dalit’s girls were rapped collectively at Kurmuri in Bhojpur district of Bihar.
If people all over the world follow Gandhian philosophy, tension and tussle would be
tackled.

Conclution :

If Gandhian Philosophy peace and non-violence would have followed, there
would not have caused tension between India and Pakistan where Pakistan has violated
ceasefire. Tension between America and Seriea, Iraq and Iran would have been resovled
where America is likely declare war. If Gandhian philosophy of trusteeship would have
followed, I am sure , coal scam, deposit of black money in Swiss bank, charges against
Jay Lalita for keeping money more than income would not have happened. If Gandhian
philosophy is enforced properly, swachachhatta Abihiyan i.e. make India clean, set the
Ganga free from pollution would be absolutely successful. This is how communal unity,
Removal of untouchability, prohibition, Khadi, Village sanitation, upliftment of woman,
basic education, forcement of charkha, economic equality all should be implemented.
GandhiJee remained aloof from power, post and chair, all should follow traits of Gandhi.
He favored decentralization of power, small scale industry, use of swadeshi goods and
use of indegeneous language.
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Inclusive Education : A Distant Reality

-Sujata Chandra

Abstract

Inclusive Education, a premise for an inclusive, egalitarian & composite
society which accepts respects and accommodates diversity is far from true and
real. Defined by UNESCO as a "process of addressing and responding to diversity
of needs of learners through increasing participation in learning, cultures and
communities and reducing exclusion from education and from within education.
Within an inclusive education approach, learning environments are fostered where
individual needs are met and every student has an oppotunity to succeed. Focus-
ing particularly on vulnerable, handicapped and marginalised groups, it seeks to
develop the full potential of every individual. This concept and approach remains
an elusive reality. Most of them, sheduled caste and handicapped still remain edu-
cationally, socially and economically backward. In these years after independence
at least three generation of sheduled castes have come but by and large their
plight remains much the same as before. Exclusion is a stark reality. It does not
only refer to to millions of children for whom access to education is denied or
those who drop out before completion. It happens every day to those in schools
who are segregated or discriminated against due to social condition, ethnic ori-
gin, cultural background, gender or other individual characteristic or capacities.
If policies, contents and teaching approaches are not adapted according to the
diversity of the students, they will not have the conditions to learn effectively the
skills that will allow them to be successful in work and life. The analysis critically
reviews the need of inclusive education in India and striving towards making in-
clusive education a reality for an overall full fledged development.

Key Word : Marginalised group, Vulnerable group, Differently abled.

Inclusive Education : Addressing Exclusion and Indicating a Paradigm Shift
Education is acknowleged as the most effective means of bringing about a
social change. However it should also be all encompassing. It is believed that children
who learn together also learn to live together. Inclusion is an effort to ensure that diverse
learners, those with disabilities, different language and cultures, different family lives,
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interest and ways of learning are exposed to teaching strategies that reach them as
individual learners. Inclusive education is based on the right of all learners to a quality
education that meets basic learning needs and enriches lines. Acoording to UNESCO
(2003), inclusion should also include children from disadvantages groups of all races and
cultures as well as the gifted & the disabled. It is concerned with the education and
accommodation of all children in society, social or linguistic deficit. Inclusion tries to
reduce exclusion within the education system by tackling responding to & meeting the
different needs of all learners (Booth 1991). According to Nawada, this tries to bring all
student together in one class room and community regardless of their weakness in any
area and seeks to maximise the potential of all students. According to B. Lingdquist,
UN- Rapporteur 1994 - "All children and young people of the world with their individual
strengths and weakness, with their hopes and expectation, have the right to education. It
is not our education systems that have a right to certain types of children. Therefore it is
the school systems of a country that must be adjusted to meet the needs of all children".
Inclusive education is based on the rights of all learners to quality education that meets
basic learning needs and enriches lines. The ultimate goal of inclusive quality education
is to end all forms of discrimination and foster social cohesion. This involves changing
the education system so that it can accommodate the unique styles and way of learning
of each learner and ensure that there is a quality education for all through the use of
proper resources, suitable curricula, appropriate teaching strategies and partnership within
the community (UNESCO, 1994). Inclusion will not happen instantly but requires care-
ful planning and thinking, positive attitude and behaviours and utilising the necessary
specialised support, accommodations and adaptation to ensure all children become part
of school. (Burstein, Sears, Wilcoxen, Cabello and Spaqua, 2004). The children actively
participate in education system and later become fully contributing members of society
(Department of Education, 2011).

An inclusive education system is the most effective tool for developing neces-
sary skill and building solidarity among young people with special needs with their peers.
It also creates a path for being better prepared for all kind of work opportunities. Stu-
dents need acquire the competencies and appropriate qualification for life in an ever
changing and increasingly plural and interdependent political and economic landscape of
the 21st century.

Inclusion of children with special education needs become a matter of priority in
many countries of the world. Reform towards inclusion of children with varied back-
ground and diverse needs continues across the world. The implementation of inclusive
education requires dedication and willingness.

Principles of Inclusion

The UNESCO Salamanca statement and Framework for action on special needs
education (1994) articulated the underlying principles on which inclusive education is
based. It affirmed that :

e Every child has a fundamental right to education.
e Every child has unique characteristics, abilities, interests and learning needs.
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e Education system needs to accommodates this diversity in student population.

¢ Those with special education needs must have access to regular schools.

e Regular schools with an inclusive orientation are the most effective means of
combating discriminatory attitudes, creating welcoming communities, building
an inclusive society and achieving education for all.

Characteristic of Inclusive Education

e Acknowledges that all children can learn.

e Acknowledges and respects difference in children, age, gender, ethnicity, lan-
guage and & disability.

* Enables education structures, system and methodologies to meet the needs of
all children.

e [s an integral part of a wider strategy to meet the needs of all children.

¢ [Isadynamic process that is perpetually evolving.

Needs and Rationale of Inclusive Education

It has been agreed unanimously that education can effectively enhance the
potential of handicapped marginalised and weaker sections of the society especially the
sheduled castes and tribes. So a large scale expansion of educational facilities in rural
areas were undertaken with a naive assumption that poverty prevents children from
attending schools. It was assumed that once the child enters the school, the education
system would take care of such student. However, the education system as evolved
from the colonical era with its built in bias in favour of middle class values and English
language, fovoured the children from urban middle class background. The process of
education aligned itself with the middle class families and was built upon the inputs the
child brought from better family environment and educated parental backgrounds. The
equality of educational opportunities through facilitating access to education was found
to be inadequate and a need was felt for additional strategies for supporting marginally
and weaker groups. Therefore the central and State Governments took a number of
initiatives to improve enrolment, retention and achievement of weaker and marginalised
children. However, there is need to establish interlinks and collaboration among various
organisations to prevent overlapping, duplication and contradiction in programme imple-
mentation.

However, the last two decades have splet the decline of the welfare statew
under the powerful impact of the global econoimics forces and Neo-liberal economics
politicies. The egalitarian ethic underlying planned change and development is being
rapidly decimated. The ideology of the Indian State's New Economic Policies emphasises
the pre-eminence of markets and profits. In the context of an elite dominated consensus
on the inevitablility of liberalisation and structural adjustment, the predominant problems
and debates of education have undergone major shifts. Structural adjustments have
provided the legitimacy and impetus for a number of educational reforms that pose a
direct threat to the mission of universalisation elementary education and equalising edu-
cational opportunities for weaker sections.
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The state is withdrawing from social sectors of education and health and del-
egating its social commitments and responsibility to private agencies and governmental
organisation. There is already enough indicators that basic educational needs of the
weaker sections is getting seriously undermined under the new dispensation, asdversely
affecting the life chances of vast sections of those vulnerable groups who are yet to
make the shift to first generation learning. Therefore community involvement and part-
nership between govt. agencies and NGO's is required to promote Inclusive Education.
Sensitization of masses towards disability and inclusion issues and how to converge
efforts for effective Implementation of inclusive education programmes are important
concerns.

The attitude that inclusive education is not an alternative but an inevitability if
the dreams of providing basic education to all children is to ever become a reality needs
to cultivated. Inclusion without "adequate" preparation of general schools will not yeild
satisfactory results. It is essential that issues related to infrastructure facilities, curricu-
lum modification and educational materials should be addressed. If the right to education
for all is to become a reality, we must ensure that all learners have access to quality
education that met basic learning needs and enriches lives.

"The UNESCO convention against discrimination in Education" (1960) and other
international human treaties prohibit any exclusion form or limitation to educational op-
portunities on the basis of specially ascribed or perceived differences such as sex, ethic
group, languages, religion, nationality, social origin, economics condition, ability etc. Edu-
cation is not simply about makinh schools available for these who are already able to
access them. It is attempting to access opportunities for quality education as well as
removing barriers and obstacles that lead to exclusion.
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"Woman's Body'

-Anovel by J.P. Singh

"Woman's Body' is a thought pro-
voking English fiction which deals
with the problem of unemployment
of Indian youths despite being
quite efficient and deserving. It
also focuses and highlights the
visionlessness in the institutions
and system which gives rise to a
chaos like situations and infinite
hunger in the common youths...... !
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